As has been said, the time at which hydrochloric acid is to be expected after a meal depends largely on the nature of the meal and on the amount of proteid in it. This being so, it is not enough to know merely that such and such a patient's vomit contained no free hydrochloric acid; before we can say whether the absence is pathological or not we must know that the vomit contained no free hydrochloric acid when vomiting occurred at such and such an interval after eating, the constituents and amount of the last meal being so and so. 
